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Publication of Serious Case Review - GW 
  
 
GW died tragically in December 2012 at the age of three months old following breathing 
difficulties. Medical examinations revealed head injuries, bleeding in the eyes and some 
rib and leg fractures, some of which were historic. At the time of GW's death the family 
had involvement with a number of local agencies. 
 
The father of GW pleaded guilty to manslaughter in 2014 and was sentenced to nine 
years in custody.  GW's mother was found not guilty of cruelty, however there was a 
hung jury for `causing or allowing the death' of GW.  The Mother was retried for this 
offence and was found guilty in December 2014.  She received a suspended sentence 
of nine months suspended for 12 months, and a 12 month supervision order.   
  
A Serious Case Review (SCR) has been carried out by the Worcestershire Safeguarding 
Children Board (WSCB).  WSCB is committed to involving parents and family members 
in SCRs. In this case this could not happen until the criminal proceedings involving 
parents had been finalised.  
 
The aim of a SCR is to identify learning for individual agencies, as well as for agencies 
working together to safeguard children. This enables, where appropriate, changes to be 
made to improve services and how agencies work individually and together to better 
safeguard and promote the welfare of children. 
  
This Serious Case Review (SCR) was carried out by a Panel of senior representatives of 
all the key agencies who worked with the family, with an Independent Chair. Seven 
agencies contributed to this Review.  A number of recommendations were made and 
WSCB and individual agencies have continued to progress the recommendations prior 
to the publication of this SCR.  
 
 
Diana Fulbrook, Independent Chair of Worcestershire Safeguarding Children Board, 
said:  
"Our deepest sympathies at this time are with everyone who was close to this child".  
 
"Today WSCB is publishing the Overview Report of the Serious Case Review. The purpose 
of a Serious Case Review is to review agencies involvement with the family and to reflect 
any learning, so that services can be improved to better safeguard and promote the welfare 
of children.  
 
"The Serious case Review concluded that there was a complex mixture of elements within 
this case and that those involved with GW and family acted in good faith and with what they 
believed at the time in GW's best interests" 
 
"However the review has highlighted a number of learning points and recommendations for 
agencies in respect of: improving communication within and across agencies; the 
importance of providing effective, reflective supervision given the complexity of some family 
situations and to give practitioners and managers confidence to challenge families and each 
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other; and the importance of engaging all professionals in assessments to include those 
involved with adults within the family" 
 
"Considerable work has been underway over the last two years both within individual 
agencies and through WSCB to ensure that the learning and recommendations from this 
review support improvements in practice. These include: for all children under the age of 12 
months where physical abuse is suspected a full skeletal survey is undertaken; all Child 
Protection Medical Reports are reviewed independently by a Consultant peer, usually the 
Named Doctor; and the implementation of 'impact chronologies' to support assessments. 
 
 
The Serious Case Review  
 
The purpose of a Serious Case Review can be found in: Working Together to Safeguard 
Children: A guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children 
2013:68  
 

Media enquiries for the Independent Chair of the Worcestershire Safeguarding Children 
Board will be co-ordinated by Worcestershire County Council's Communications office 
via 01905 822058 or 01905 766646.  
 
Questions for individual agencies should be directed to the appropriate press office.  
 
The Serious Case Review will be published 28.04.2015, on the Worcestershire 
Safeguarding Children Board website 
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